
CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 
REGULAR MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

January 26, 2021 
Meeting Held Remotely via Zoom 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order, Amendments to Agenda  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. Alderman Mel Hawley requested 

to amend the agenda to remove the January 12, 2021 minutes, which were not included in the 

packet for review.  

Attendance:  
o Mayor Lynn Donnelly  
o Alderman David Austin  
o Alderman Dickie Austin 
o Alderman Lowell Bertrand  
o Alderman Mel Hawley  
o Alderman Ian Huizenga  
o Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon 
o City Manager Ron Redmond  
o City Clerk, Britney Aube 

o David Small  
o Abigail Blum  
o John Stroup, ANWSD Board Chair  
o Martha DeGraaf  
o Mark Koenig  
o Keith Morrill  
o Andrew Fritz  
o Allison Rimmer  

 
 

2. Visitors 

a.  Addison Northwest School District to inform the Council and general public about the 

District's proposed annual budget and other items which will be warned at the Annual City 

Meeting Day.  

John Stroup, the Chair of the Addison Northwest School District (ANWSD) introduced 

himself and provided an overview of the Articles that would appear on the ANWSD ballot. 

John Stroup explained that the ballot for ANWSD will be longer than normal, in-part due to 

the addition of Articles one through six, which are typically done by a floor vote, but must 

be done by Australian Ballot this year due to the lack of an in-person meeting.  

 

ANWSD Board Member Martha DeGraaf provided an overview of Article 7 which read: shall 

the voters of the Addison Northwest School District approve the Board of School Directors 

to expend $21,604,213 which is the amount the school board has determined to be 

necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?  It is estimated that this proposed budget, if approved, 

will result in projected education spending of $19,289 per equalized pupil.  This projected 

spending per equalized pupil is 2.96% lower than the spending for the current year. 

 

ANWSD Board Member Mark Koenig provided and overview of Article 8 which read: shall 

the voters of the Addison Northwest School District vote to establish an Education 

Stabilization Reserve Fund, pursuant to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §2804, for the purpose of 

funding future budget shortfalls with adherence to the Districts' current Fund Balance 

Policy, and authorize the Board of School Directors to assign any surplus funds at the close 



of the fiscal year, up to an amount not to exceed 4% of current year annual expenditure 

budget? 

 

ANWSD Board Member Keith Morrill provided and overview of Article 9 which read: shall 

the voters of the Addison Northwest School District authorize the assignment of $475,000 

pursuant to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §2804, from the fiscal year 2020 fund balance to the 

ANWSD Capital Improvements Fund, established by the electorate on March 7, 2017?  

 

John Stroup provided and overview of Article 10 which read: Article 10: Shall voters of the 

Addison Northwest School District authorize the Board of School Directors to incur 

indebtedness not to exceed $380,000 for the purposes of mold mitigation in the Early 

Childhood wing of the Ferrisburgh Central School?  

 

John Stroup noted that the ANWSD informational meeting would be held on February 22, 

2021 and that meeting information would be available on the school district website.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes and Warrant*  

a. Draft Minutes of:12/11, 12/15, 12/16, 12/18, 12/29, 1/5 

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 
approve the minutes of December 11, 2020. VOTE- All members voted in favor.  
 
A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 
approve the minutes of December 15, 2020. Alderman Dickie Austin stated that he believed 
the minutes should be revised to refer to Lynn Donnelly as “Mayor Lynn Donnelly” rather 
than “Acting Mayor Lynn Donnelly”. Alderman Dickie Austin recommended approving the 
revision to all other meeting minutes listed for approval on the evening’s agenda. There was 
no opposition to the suggested revision. VOTE- all members voted in favor.  
 

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

approve the minutes of December 16, 2020. VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

approve the minutes of December 18, 2020. VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

approve the minutes of December 29, 2020. VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

approve the minutes of January 5, 2021. VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

 

4. Citizens Comments (issues not otherwise on agenda) 

Vergennes resident Abigail Blum addressed the Council making a statement regarding Mayor 

Lynn Donnelly’s allegations of fraud and corruption in the City. Abigail Blum stated that in the 

past weeks, the City had seen the devastating impacts to democratic institutions when elected 

officials promote rumors, conspiracies, and allegations, without substantiated evidence. Abigail 



Blum stated that words matter, statements matter, and accusations matter, especially when 

spoken from people in positions of power. Abigail Blum noted that she asked Mayor Lynn 

Donnelly to clarify her remarks regarding the allegations of corruption and financial 

mismanagement of the City that she made at the January 12, 2021 council meeting. Abigail Blum 

thanked Mayor Donnelly for addressing her concerns and explaining her statements in the 

Addison Independent, Front Porch Forum, and on AM radio. Abigail Blum addressed Senior 

Alderman Mel Hawley stating that she agreed issues of transparency and trust are paramount.  

Abigail Blum stated that the tone of Alderman Mel Hawley’s email to her seemed to intend to 

shutdown communication from constituents on matters of public concern. Abigail Blum noted 

that she hopes this does not discourage other from speaking up in the future and that she hopes 

Alderman Mel Hawley will show more willingness to engage with community members free of 

accusations and shaming.  

 

Vergennes resident Andrew Fritz stated that Mayor Lynn Donnelly had not fully answered Mrs. 

Blum’s question. Andrew Fritz asked Mayor Donnelly whether there has been an investigation 

into her claims of city corruption and what are the finds of that investigation.  

 

Mayor Lynn Donnelly responded to Andrew Fritz stating that her wording during her emotional 

state at the January 12, 2021 council meeting was not ideal and she should have used different 

language. Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that she believes she has clarified her language and has 

addressed the question.  

 

5. Business  

a. Annual City Meeting Ballot Distribution  

City Clerk Britney Aube provided an overview on new COVID legislation passed 

regarding the upcoming March election. City Clerk Britney Aube explained that the 

legislation allows the legislative body of a municipality to decide whether they are going 

to mail ballots out to all registered voters or follow the historical process of having 

voters request absentee ballots.  City Clerk Britney Aube explained that a mass mailing 

to all voters would be difficult for staff to execute provided the tight timeline. City Clerk 

Britney Aube also noted that many Vergennes residents still chose to vote in-person 

during the Presidential Election held in November even though all registered voters 

received a ballot. City Clerk Britney Aube recommended that the Council decide to 

continue with having voters request an absentee ballot, which is the method that both 

school districts are also following. City Clerk Britney Aube explained that she would 

heavily promote absentee voting through the City’s website, Front Porch Forum, and 

the City’s Facebook page. The Council accepted the recommendation of the City Clerk 

and agreed that absentee voting should be encouraged.  

 

b. Presentation of Proposed Strategy for Conducting the Annual Meeting. 

City Clerk Britney Aube stated that Mayor Lynn Donnelly was hoping to have the Council 

gather for the Annual City Meeting, while the public attends via Zoom. City Clerk Britney 

Aube noted that hybrid in-person/ Zoom meetings have occurred at the Fire Station, 

where there is a large TV. Allison Rimmer noted that the Opera House could be used as 



gathering space and that there is large projection screen. Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon 

stated that the Council should stay mindful of what is going on with COVID and noted 

that the annual city meeting may have to go full-remote if the situation changes. City 

Manager Ron Redmond stated that he would work with the City Clerk to explore the 

Opera House as a meeting location option.  

 

c. Discussion regarding possible CLA (Common Level of Appraisal) appeal* 

Alderman Mel Hawley provided the Council with an overview of the CLA appeal. 

Alderman Mel Hawley explained that John Stroup the ANWSD, Chair reached out to him 

to discuss the decrease in the CLA, impacting all five towns in the school district. 

Alderman Mel Hawley reviewed the sales and noticed that the utility electric and utility 

other categories were not put in at 100% in the City’s equalization study. Alderman Mel 

Hawley stated that he suggested that the City make an appeal of those two categories. 

City Manager Ron Redmond stated that the appeal petition letter had been signed by 

Mayor Lynn Donnelly and submitted to the State.  

 

d. Adoption of the Annual City Warning.  

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin 

to approve the 2021 Annual City Meeting Warning. Alderman Dickie Austin noted that a 

signature space of Alderman Ian Huizenga had to be added to the document. VOTE – All 

members voted in favor.  

 

6. City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Ron Redmond provided an overview of his managing approach, which he 

described as collaborative and team oriented. City Manager Ron Redmond explained that he has 

been meeting with city staff to identify barriers and to come up with solutions and strategies to 

improve workflow. City Manager Ron Redmond encourage members of the public to reach out 

to set up a meeting time. City Manager Ron Redmond also noted that it would be his goal to 

have a zero increase in property taxes this year.  

 

7. Mayor’s Report  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly provided an overview of the candidates running for the various open 

public positions. Mayor Lynn Donnelly noted that Mathew Chabot was running unopposed for 

Mayor. Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that Mel Hawley, Lowell Bertrand, Ian Huizenga, Susan 

Rakowski, and Raymond Henry Paul are running for the three open Aldermen positions.  

 

8. Adjournment 

A Motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

adjourn the meeting.  VOTE – All members voted in favor.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m.  

 

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by,  

Britney Aube, Vergennes City Clerk  


